
4th Edition Design specializes in creating limited edition and one of a kind furniture and fixtures for all of 
your elegant living spaces. Our original ideas reflect timeless design concepts, and the aesthetics of the 
modern style that are brought to life through a 100% American-made process that instills a sense of pride in 
each piece we create. Our Austin, Texas manufacturing facility allows us to design and produce truly amazing 
items m for clients and we would love to help create a piece that for your project that is made to inspire.

im
ag

in
e

Design Idea of  the Week:  Beautiful.Open.Centers.  
Too beautiful for straight 
lines, a natural edge 
opening in a table’s 
center creates exciting 
design possibilities.

When we first acquired these 
slabs we knew right away that 
they were too beautiful to cut.  
The natural flow of the wood’s 
live edge was just captivating.  
Sometimes this occurs, where 
nature and time have created a 

wonderful flow.  When it’s 
possible, we keep as much of the 
wood’s live edge, both on the 
outside and inside of the table.

Our eyes have been so 
trained for perfectly rectangular 
tables, that this look is an instant 
visual delight - intriguing and 
captivating.   Beauty and wonder 
converge in a table like this.  

That said, this natural edge in 
the center presents itself with 
several design opportunities that 
run the gamete from elegant 

simplicity to some fairly complex 
layers of design.  What is right 
depends on client preferences 
and the desired effect for the 
space.  However, all of these 
design possibilities are fantastic.  

We hope you enjoy the ideas 
for the design possibilities that 
exist in a table such as this.  As 
always, please feel free to reach 
out if you have questions or 
would like to discuss a project 
that you are working on.
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These book-matched Walnut slabs were too beautiful to straight line  cut and join together.  
The natural edge created in the middle opens up wonderful design possibilities.

December 8th, 2014



The 
Base
Critical to any great table 
design is the base.  The 
natural openings created 
allow for some fun with the 
base as it’s possible to see 
through the table.  We 
created this table base to 
“disappear” at several 
different angles, almost to 
make it as if it were merely 
floating.  However, that 
same view could be an 
architecturally interesting 
base feature. 

The options are fantastic 
and the extra effort is 
rewarding.

Simplicity Bridge GardenThe 
Base
Critical to any great table 
design is the base.  The 
natural openings created 
allow for some fun with the 
base as it’s possible to see 
through the table.  We 
created this table base to 
“disappear” at several 
different angles, almost to 
make it as if it were merely 
floating.  However, that 
same view could be an 
architecturally interesting 
base feature. 

The options are fantastic 
and the extra effort is 
rewarding.

Open
Sometimes beauty is just 
best left alone and the 
natural opening created is 
the desired look.  In that 
case, enjoy!

Wood
Stretched across the 
opening, spaced wood 
slats can present a natural 
way to add a design 
element.

Bamboo
For the right setting, 
bamboo or large plants 
coming from the center 
section is a show  stopper.  
A true brand builder.

The 
Base
Critical to any great table 
design is the base.  The 
natural openings created 
allow for some fun with the 
base as it’s possible to see 
through the table.  We 
created this table base to 
“disappear” at several 
different angles, almost to 
make it as if it were merely 
floating.  However, that 
same view could be an 
architecturally interesting 
base feature. 

The options are fantastic 
and the extra effort is 
rewarding.

Clear Glass
Clear glass or lucite can be 
used to keep the elegant 
simplicity of the look, but 
increase functionality.

Metal
Similar in concept to the 
wood, spaced metal can 
add a different element.  
Perhaps matching the 
base...

Succulents
More understated than 
bamboo or large plants 
and less maintenance, 
succulents can create a 
wonderfully natural look.

The 
Base
Critical to any great table 
design is the base.  The 
natural openings created 
allow for some fun with the 
base as it’s possible to see 
through the table.  We 
created this table base to 
“disappear” at several 
different angles, almost to 
make it as if it were merely 
floating.  However, that 
same view could be an 
architecturally interesting 
base feature. 

The options are fantastic 
and the extra effort is 
rewarding.

Bonsai
Think zen or Japanese 
garden in the center of this 
table.  Several design 
elements and visual layers 
can make a design a true 
relaxing wonder.

All of our design ideas can be viewed in our Austin showroom.  To learn more about 4th 
Edition Design, and the furniture we make, contact us:

i. www.4theditiondesign.com
p. 512.363.5093 
e. matt@4theditiondesin.com
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